
You always hear the usual stories of pennies on the sidewalk being good luck, gifts 

from angels, etc. This is the first time I've ever heard this twist on the story. Gives 

you something to think about for the Christmas Season. 

  

“Several years ago, a friend of mine and her husband were invited to spend the 

weekend at the husband's employer's home. My friend, Arlene, was nervous 

about the weekend. The boss was very wealthy, with a fine home on the water-
way, and cars costing more than her house. The first day and evening went well, 

and Arlene was delighted to have this rare glimpse into how the very wealthy live. 

The husband's employer was quite generous as a host, and took them to the fin-

est restaurants. Arlene knew she would never have the opportunity to indulge in 

this kind of extravagance again, so was enjoying herself immensely. 

  

As the three of them were about to enter an exclusive restaurant that evening, 

the boss was walking slightly ahead of Arlene and her husband. He stopped sud-

denly, looking down on the pavement for a long, silent moment. Arlene wondered 

if she was supposed to pass him. There was nothing on the ground except a single 

darkened penny that someone had dropped, and a few cigarette butts. Still silent, 

the man reached down and picked up the penny. He held it up and smiled, then 

put it in his pocket as if he had found a great treasure. How absurd! What need 

did this man have for a single penny? Why would he even take the time to stop 

and pick it up? 

  

Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her. Finally, she could stand it no 

longer. She casually mentioned that her daughter once had a coin collection, and 

asked if the penny he had found had been of some value. A smile crept across the 

man's face as he reached into his pocket for the penny and held it out for her to 

see. She had seen many pennies before! What was the point of this? 
 

'Look at it.' He said. 'Read what it says.' She read the words 'United States of 

America'. 

'No, not that; read further.' 

'One cent?  

'‘No, keep reading.'  

'In God we Trust?'  
'Yes!' 

'And?'  
'And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin. Whenever I find a 

coin I see that inscription. It is written on every single United States coin, but we 

never seem to notice it! God drops a message right in front of me telling me to 

trust Him? Who am I to pass it by? When I see a coin, I pray,                 continued 
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Dialogue with Danny continued 

I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment. I pick the coin up as a response to God; that I do 

trust in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish it as if it were gold. I think it is God's way of start-

ing a conversation with me. Lucky for me, God is patient and pennies are plentiful! 

  

When I was out shopping today, I found a penny on the sidewalk. I stopped and picked it up, and 

realized that I had been worrying and fretting in my mind about things I cannot change. I read the 

words, 'In God We Trust,' and had to laugh. Yes, God, I get the message. It seems that I have been 

finding an inordinate number of pennies in the last few months, but then, pennies are plentiful! And, 

God is patient...” 

 
While you are out shopping for Christmas, chances are you are going to find a penny or two, on the 

ground. Stop and pick it up; it may be God reminding you what the reason for the season. 

 

Merry Christmas season to you all… 

 

God Bless from Pastor Danny 

 

 

 
We want to bring to your attention three of our Christian Education programs, and we hope you 

will want to participate. 

 
Christian Believer A study of foundational Christian beliefs is currently being offered at 

9:15 each Sunday morning and is led by Herb Angel.   
The Holy Spirit A study to enhance our understanding of the Holy Spirit is being of-

fered during the Wednesday Bible Study classes led by Pastor Danny.  

This will be followed in early January by a book discussion focused on 

Billy Graham’s book “The Holy Spirit.” This study will be led by Don 

Clapp. 
God and Constantine This will be a four week study focused on how God’s hand was on one 

of the great periods in the history of Christianity. This study will begin 

in early January and will be led by Don Clapp. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 
Hanging of the Greens will be at 9:30 am on Saturday, December 2 with a light breakfast provided 

compliments of our Committee for a great year of fun and fellowship. Cathy Good will be providing 

wonderful Christmas music for us. 
We have almost completed our calendar for next year and will include it as an insert to the bulletin 

soon.   
Also, do not forget our upcoming Christmas Concert with the Suncoast Symphony, remember this 

is open to the public so invite friends and family but get there early! 

Hope to see you there! 

Sande Spencer 

Christian  Education 

Fellowship 



 

Due to the efforts of Michelle Jarrett, Geneva and David’s daughter, 

Dunkin’ Donuts donated 8 dozen donuts to our craft show for our ven-

dors and volunteers. Thank you Michelle and Vik and Sneha Patel, manag-

ers at Dunkin’ Donuts on the corner of Enterprise and McMullen Booth 

Rd. Check them out next time you need something for that sweet tooth.     

Barbara Walters 

The Ladies Lunch Bunch of North Bay cordially invite you and your 

guests to our annual Christmas Luncheon at the Countryside Country 

Club on Tuesday, Dec. 12th at 11:30-2:30. Help us usher in the Christ-

mas season with a wonderful time of sharing love, prayer, song, and fel-

lowship not to mention a great meal. The cost for a petite filet is $24 and 

Chicken Piccata is $22 including salad, beverage, dessert, taxes and tip. 
Valet service is also covered in the cost. We will be celebrating with our 

annual $10 gift exchange and a $10 grocery gift card for Pastor Danny’s 

discretionary fund. Entertaining us this year will be Cathy Good and the 

Musical Chairs ensemble. Come share the JOY! 

Barbara Walters 

As 2017 is coming to a close, the Community Missions committee would 

like to thank all those who have donated so generously to our communi-
ty missions during the year. There is still time to be a Santa to a child 

who might not have a Christmas. Angels are still available in the Gather-

ing Place with a wish list on them. Gifts must be brought in to the church 

unwrapped by Sunday, Dec. 10. There are also items that can be brought 

in for Clothes to Kids. Those items are listed on ornaments on the 

wreath in the Gathering Place. Remember when you would come and 

see the gifts under your tree on Christmas morning? Let's make sure all 

children have smiles on their faces as they see their tree Christmas 

morning. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year!  

The Community Missions Committee 

 

Christmas Luncheon 

Page 3 December Tides 

 
Life Line Screening, a 

leading provider of com-

munity-based preventive 

health screenings will be 
in our community on 

Saturday, January 13, 

2018 at North Bay 

Community Church.  

Being proactive about 

your health by knowing 

your risks helps you and 

your doctor address 

problems early. 

 

 

As we travel outside the 

United States, we see 

we are a very blessed 

country. Thank you for 

sharing this year with 

Samaritan's Purse, Heif-

er International, Lynne’s 

in Indonesia, Dr. Tonya 

Hawthorne in Africa and 

Emmanuel Guidi in Afri-

ca. You have given of 

your self and shared. 

You are a partner in 

missions and giving the 

gospel to others. God 

bless you as you seek to 

do His will.  

 

Joan Batchler 

Life Line Sreening 

Community Missions 

Thank You 

World Missions 
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